ABSTRACT . Two new species of Lachemilla (Focke) Rydberg (Rosaceae) from the Andes of Ecuador and Colombia are described and illustrated. Lachemilla llanganatensis Romoleroux, from Ecuador, is characterized by its loosely ascending habit, sparsely shorthispid indumentum, presence of entire basal leaves, and ascending to spreading, verticillate stem leaves. The flowers are grouped in cymes of three to six flowers, with spreading sepals and episepals, and the hypanthia are often sparsely hirsute. Lachemilla kieftiana Romoleroux, from Colombia, is distinguished by its stoloniferous habit and basal leaves in rosettes with subreniform to 3-lobed, sericeous blades. The flowers are grouped in cymes of three to 10 flowers, subsessile, floral bracts free, with ascending sepals and episepals, and the hypanthia are mostly sericeous.
Lachemilla (Focke) Rydberg is a Neotropical genus of perennial herbs and shrubs with approximately 75 species, occurring from the southern high mountains of Mexico to northern Chile and Argentina. Species diversity is highest in the region from Venezuela to Ecuador (Romoleroux, 2004) . Lachemilla is recorded as an important and species-rich genus in páramos, where it can form dense stands, and together with other páramo plants serves as source of water. Lachemilla was initially described as a section of Alchemilla L., a genus distributed in Europe, Asia, and northern Africa (Focke, 1888; Perry, 1929) . Rydberg (1908) and Rothmaler (1937) , however, treated Lachemilla as a genus distinct from Alchemilla on the basis of floral differences and geographic distribution. A complete monograph of Lachemilla is currently being prepared by the author, since the last published revision was that of Perry (1929) . Preliminary molecular studies on Lachemilla have shown that Lachemilla is monophyletic and that it is closely related to Alchemilla and Aphanes L. (Gehrke et al., 2008) .
The purpose of this paper is to describe two new species of Lachemilla from the Andes of Ecuador and Colombia. The following new species were discovered during comprehensive study of the genus. Subshrubs; stems loosely ascending, slightly branched at apex, sparsely short-hispid. Basal leaves usually present, blades obovate in outline, 3-to 5-lobed at apex, 4-6.5 3 2.8-4 mm, coriaceous, margins serrate, sparsely villous mostly on the veins; petioles 1-3 mm; stipules usually present, 4-8 mm, basally adnate to petioles, free at the apex, membranous, brown. Stem leaves reduced, adnate with stem stipules to form verticillate, lobed sheaths, sheath lobes 6 to 9, spreading at maturity, deltate-lanceolate, 3-5 3 1-2 mm (3/4 to 2/5 of the entire sheath length), coriaceous, margins strongly revolute. Inflorescences of terminal and axillary glomerulate 3-to 6-flowered cymes; floral bracts lobed, ascending; pedicels 0.1-0.4 mm, hirsute, or absent. Flowers 1.7-2.3 mm; hypanthium turbinate to globose at maturity, 1-1.5 3 0.8-1.2 mm, appressed-villous outside, glabrous or sparsely hirsute within, with reddish glands at base of hairs; episepals and sepals spreading to curved or (IUCN, 2001) . The species has been found in a limited area of distribution, which suggests that it is a rare taxon. It is possible, however, that the species still persists in nearby areas with similar habitats.
Lachemilla llanganatensis
Etymology. The specific epithet of Lachemilla llanganatensis is derived from the Cordillera de los Llanganates, where the type was collected. The Cordillera de los Llanganates is known for being difficult to access and is the subject of Incan legends.
Relationships. Lachemilla llanganatensis resembles L. hispidula (L. M. Perry) Rothmaler in its hispid indumentum and reduced stem leaves that form verticillate lobed sheaths. However, L. llanganatensis differs in its loosely ascending habit, shorthispid indumentum, the presence of basal leaves, the spreading to curved stem leaf lobes, the spreading sepals and episepals, and the sparsely hirsute internal basal part of the hypanthia and achenes. Haec species quoad habitum, indumentum etiam foliorum formam Lachemillae uniflorae Maguire similis, sed ab ea foliis majoribus, hypanthio extus pro parte maxima sericeo atque episepalis brevioribus distinguitur.
Herbs stoloniferous; branches decumbent, 6 sericeous-villous. Basal leaves in rosettes, blades subreniform in outline, slightly 3-lobed, 8-12 3 15-21 mm, chartaceous, lateral lobes occasionally bilobed, margins crenulate-serrate, abaxially sericeous mostly on the veins, adaxially sericeous-villous to sparsely villous; petioles 8-20 mm; stipules 4-7 mm, basally adnate to petiole, free and acute at the apex, membranous, entire, brown. Stem leaves absent or reduced, 3-parted, 5-6.5 3 1.5-3 mm, adnate to the stipular lobes at base; stipular lobes 3-5 3 1.2-2 mm, deltate, spreading to curved. Inflorescence of axillary and terminal, glomerulate, 3-to 10-flowered cymes; floral bracts lobed, ascending or spreading; pedicels to 0.5 mm, or absent. Flowers 1.5-2.3 mm; hypanthium elongate to urceolate at maturity, 0.7-1.3 3 0.5-0.8 mm, glabrescent at base to sericeous at apex outside, glabrous within, reddish brown; episepals and sepals ascending, brownish red, abaxially sparsely sericeous, adaxially glabrous; episepals 4, deltate, 0.6-0.7 3 0.25-0.35 mm; sepals 4, deltateovate, 0.75-1 3 0.5-0.6 mm; stigmas clavate. Achenes 3 to 5, globose-ovoid, 0.8-1 3 0.6-0.8 mm, surface slightly reticulate-bullate, glabrous.
Distribution, habitat, and phenology. Lachemilla kieftiana is only known from the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta in Colombia, between 3350 and 3700 m, where it grows in open páramo and scrub vegetation. The species has been collected in flower in September.
IUCN Red List category. Lachemilla kieftiana should be classified as DD (Data Deficient) according to IUCN Red List criteria (IUCN, 2001) . The species has been found in a limited area of distribution, which suggests that it is a rare taxon. It is possible, however, that the species persists in nearby areas with similar habitats.
Etymology. The name of the species honors Bert Kieft, a former Ph.D. student at Utrecht University, who collected, studied, and identified many specimens of Andean Lachemilla.
Relationships. This new species is similar to Lachemilla uniflora Maguire in habit, indumentum, and form of the leaves. However, L. kieftiana differs by having larger leaves and cymes of three to 10 flowers. In L. uniflora, flowers are solitary or occasionally in few-flowered cymes of three to 10 flowers, the hypanthia mostly glabrous, and the episepals shorter than those of L. kieftiana.
